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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or cc«imunity environment of a plurality of analog 
and d igital signals boing — transmitted according to different 
standards, paid digital gignal boing diotributcd togathar othor 
Information oigna.lo> — comprising 

means — (1, 4 ,14^ ,10) for receiving said aaalocr and d igital 
signals, 

means ( 13 , — 1 4 , 20) for converting the frQcrucncv frecruencies 

conversion of said digital signals, including means for 

demodulating said digital signals having different transmission 
standards and means for remodulating said demodulated digital 
signals with a sole type of digital modulation, 

means— for mixing all said inf ormafe area- ^analoq signals and 
said remodulated digital signals on a distribution network— tef^ 

feeding — a plurality of signal sockets operatively 

connected to said means for mixing for receiving said mixed analc^ 
and digital signals, and 

oonnootcd toa plurality of receivers — each of which is 
connected to a respective one of said signal sockets , among which 
at lea s t a part is intended to rcoGivo thc for receiving, at least, 
said remodulated digital signals^ 
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.U cLc in Ll K mcnnn (1 7. 11, :iO) C m Ht f mr r ir- M '-^ j uuu .crn inn o P 
u a id a i j ital oignalo o nm|Ji ioc.. m rnn n £or do mn. 1 i. .laL i ua di qiri T- 



ica> . uJ ulat:ing n„ . iJ digital u i y ual u >^ith a uu U I j ji. n f rtigil-nl 
H^ uJ ulation (QjiJI). provici iTi g L l ic digit n l n iyi iuiu immI nril p V ^yr 

o L modulation [QNi) to M i n ui L, aiiu (3) fm. utUanj n -.in inf ormuvt ior > 
ulgnala on Ll iu dlotr ib uLion notw ra k (0). -i n d that tho said 
receivers-4i^ J iiitcndcd to receive th i i digita l n l ijii al Li are f i r f - f^ 
^nnnHn n„^ b belno adapted fo r decodincr said sole type of modulation 

2 (currently amended). A system for the diBtribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 1, 
wherein the e«ei^sole type of modulation-4^ is Quadrature 
Amplitude Modulation (QAM) . 

3 {currently amended). A system for the distribution to a 
condorainivuft and/ or community environment, according to claim 1. 
wherein the means (13, H. 20) for t he £rcquciicy uuii ^ c roion o f m ifl 
.li^ital nianalD Converting ui - L luu-^io (1.3, 11. -^ 0 ) for frocrxion n y 

convcrtingconvert one or more of the roocived 3?escrve^ 

da^ifeairemodulated signals 4^ rcDcrvcd frequency p ux LionO ( n ) . 
esto personal channels, in a frequency e ^-^fee^ban d, aaid poro nnnl 
channola (CI) being reserved to Lhn e u rrcopo nrlin gone of t he 
predetermined signal sockete-f^, and forbidden to the remaining 
^^^,.„..^_^-.^>.....»«i^cQmnrisina a plurality of filtering means 
(15, 16) for allowing access bv only one of said signal sockets to 
a corresponding one of said personal channels^_and (CD of the ba«. a 
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only to tho corrcaponding oignal oockct g (9), & c t Ld moano l^ - , 1 4 ^ 
— for froquoncy convorting ono or morQ of the rocoiTOd digital 
oignalo — in pergonal — channola — — — the band being oommandad 
through roopoctivc user control means — (4r3r7 — ^r^, — 3*; — 4^-; — &if_for 
determining which of the remodnlated gignals is included in said 
channel ♦ 

4 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 1, 
wherein the distribution network— — of tho information oignalo 
comprises a diatribution oupport ( 8 ) roalinod by moano of a coaxial 
cable . 

5 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 1, 
wherein the distribution network~f8-) — gor the diatribution of oaid 
information gignalo conprises MMDS and/or LMDS networks, 

6 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or CMimunity environment, according to claim 1, 
wherein each of said personal channels is 8 MHz wide.V 

7 (currently amended) * A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 1, 
wherein said personal channel s are- 4:g contained in a frequency band 
being compriocd b etween 47 to 862 MHz, 

8 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 7, 
wherein said frequency band ranges preferably from 230 to 445 MH^. 
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9 (currently amended). A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 3, 
Wherein the means^ ds, ic) for allowing access to said personal 
channels-4SM- comprises mean g (15, IG) for filtering the personal 
channel , that arc located upstream the signal socket-^. 

10 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 3, 
wherein said filtering means- (l5, 1 6 ) coittpriseB a band- stop filter 

^&fe-~adapted to eliminate the reception of the personal 
channels, by a receiver-fi^f through the signal socket Q) . 

11 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 10, 
wherein at least one of said filtering means- (15. 16) further 
comprises, Ab - oorrcopondcncG of g prcdctcrminod aignal gookct (0) , 
a channel -pass filter-4i^ is-arranged in parallel to said band- 
stop filte r - (IS), tfhiGh io apt t e for j^e ^enabling the personal 
channel to^pass tlirough to the single user. 

12 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 1, 
wherein the selection of the digital remodulated signal to be 
converted in said personal channel is performed ba ^through a 
return-channel. 

13 (previously presented) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 12, 
wherein said return- channel is FSK modulated. 
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14 {previously presented) - A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 12, 
wherein said return- channel is PSK modulated. 

15 (previously presented) * A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 12, 
wherein said return- channel is QPSK modulated ♦ 

16 (previously presented) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 12, 
wherein said return channel is QAM modulated. 

17 (previously presented) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/ or COTuminity environment, according to claim 12, 
wherein said return channel is bi-directional under TDMA procedure • 

18 (currently amended) * A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 12, 
wherein said return channel has a band width of 128 KHz or a 
mul t ipl es of it thereof - 

19 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 12, 
wherein said return channel is oomprioc dh as a band of frequencies 
between 41 and 46.5 MHz. 

20 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 12, 
wherein said return channel uses the pam e said distribution network 
coaxial cable of diotribution network ( 8 ) of the s y s tem . 

21 (currently amended) • a system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 12, 
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wherein the return channel used by onea user is g^ofe- inaccessible to 
all other users of the system. 

22 (previously presented) - A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or coinraunity environment, according to claim 12, 
wherein said return- channel is radiof requency irradiated. 

23 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 1, 
wherein the selection, the modulation and the frequency conversion 
in a predetermined channel of the digital signal are obtained by 
means of a transmodulator — ( 13 , 3 0 ; r4l ,43 - 1 43^ ^A ' h ■ 

24 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 1, 
wher€iin con^rising a user terminal (17) and an IRD receiver -decoder 
(i e ?40;51) — arc provided , which can be operated by a s ame single 
remote - cent rol — (11) . 

25 (currently amended) * A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 1, 
wherein comprising two or more selection means — (13, 1 4 ,20) a9?e 
contained in a sole transmodulator device (29) - 

26 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 25, 
wherein said sole transmodulator device — (29) comprises tuner means 
(30,32,3 4 ) -, which are aj^fe- adapted to perform the selection of oaid 
digital — signals within at least two frequency ranges, and 
demodulation means — (31,33 , 35) , which are apt — adapted to demodulate 
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at least two of said digital signals transmitted with different 
standards , 

27 (currently amended) - A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 26, 
wherein said transmodulator device — (20) includes at least two 
tuners — (30, 32, 34) for the selection of digital signals, and at 
least two demodulators (31,33, 35) of said digital signals. 

28 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 26, 
wherein said transmodulator device — ( ■ 2»> also includoo comprises a 
commutator — (3 - g) - — adapted for receiving the digital — signals 
coming from said demodulators — (31, 33 ,35) . 

29 (currently amended) • A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 28^ 
wherein said transmodulator device — (29) also comprises a modulator 
(37) for remodulating the output signal of the eommutator~fa^. 

30 (currently amended) • A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 29, 
wherein said transmodulator device (HO) also includes a converter 
■ <3 e-)- for converting jrOr -the frequency of the output signal of said 
modulator — (37) into a predetermined channel - 

31 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 3, 
wherein said control means (ll - , 17, l »r 40 »- are also a^€r — adapted to 
generate one or more digital signals in transmission or upstream 
signals — (US) and convert them in frequency into the personal 
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Channel, and that second selection and handling means — (41» 43) are 
provided for said digital signals in transmission, and means 
( 4 , 1 4 M for the transmission of said upstream signals- - (US) from 
satellite and/or by cable. 

32 (ciirrently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 31, 
wherein transmodulator meeins (42,44) and the second selection means 
(41/43) operate on the received downstream signals — (E >6 ) or on 

upstream signals (US) QAM modulated under SCPC procedure, 

respectively. 

33 (currently amended) . A system Cor the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 31, 
wherein said personal channel which can be accessed by said user 
only is used xinder FDMA procedure, i,c (original) . and the upstream 
signals (US) and downstream signals (D S ) are simultaneously present 
in said personal channel. 

34 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 33, 
wherein in said personal chsmnel both the upstream signal o (U S ) and 
the dovmstream signals — (D S ) occupy set^nonoverlapping frequency 
bands * 

35 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or ccmmiunity environment, according to claim 31, 
wherein the personal channel is used imder TDMA procedure, 
(original) . a nd b oth the upstream signals (UG) and ^he— downstream 
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signals — (^Sf are not simultaneously present in the personal 
channel , 

36 (currently amended) , A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 32, 
wherein said selection means (42,<Id) and said second selection and 

handling means H- 1|43) are eompriocd — disposed in a single 

container. 

37 {currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 3, 
wherein the user control means- (11, 17, 1 0 ; lOj 51) comprises a 
receiver — (-Si^ ^gte — adapted to perform an access function to a 
plurality of conditioned access services— by reading the 
information contained in a smart car d (52) , and thafewherein said 
information contained in said smart car d- (52) controls the means 
413, 14, 20) for frequency converting one or more of the received 
reserved digital signals in the personal channel. 

38 (currently amended) - A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 37, 
wherein said information contained in the smart car d — ( 52) comprioc 
includes information for tuning the transmodulator means 
^13, 14,20;2D;dl, 12, 13, aa) . 

39 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 37, 
wherein said information contained in the smart car d - (52) oomprioc 
includes information for the tuning of transponder preselection 
means — (12) . 
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40 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 39, 
wherein the information for the tuning of the transponder 
preselection means-^W are -include s election information ef-for 
the bands of the channels to be tuned. 

41 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/ or community environment, according to claim 39, 
wherein information for the tuning of the transponder preselection 
means— fi^ age -include information for determining the polarization 
of the channels to be tuned. 

42 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 38, 
wherein said information contained in the smart card- - (52) oomprioo 
includes the frequencies information of the channels to be tuned. 

43 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 37, 
wherein said information contained in the smart card— (52) a3rs© 
gowpgioo includes frequency information ef— for said personal 
channel . 

44 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 37, 
wherein the selection means (12 , 13 , 11 , 20 ; 2<> ^ 11, 12 , 13 . 1 1) and the 

smart card contain respective electronic keys, whose 

congruence enables the operation of said distribution system ^-for 
a plurality of signals to a condominixim and/or community 
environment . 
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45 (currently amended). A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 37, 
wherein the control ineans-(*if e^>feaHi--GornEri8eg _a dovico m eMis_for 
writing data in a program memory of a microprocessor contained in 

the smart car d ( 5 3) . 

46 (previously presented) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 45, 
wherein said program memory is an EEPROM type memory. 

47 (currently amended). A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or commvinity environment, according to claim 45, 
wherein the devjree- means for writing data in a program memory of a 
microprocessor contained in the smart card-4**> operates on data 
sent to the control means (51) by modem. 

i 48 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 

I condominium and/or community environment, according to claim 45, 

' wherein said device for writing data in a program memory of a 

microprocessor contained in the smart card-tSSf operates on data 
sent to the control mean o ( B l) by means of the Service Information 
contained in the received digital signal. 

49 (currently amended) . A system for the distribution to a 
condominium and/ or community environment, according to claim 1, 
wherein said mean o (15, W for allowing access to said personal 
channels— tSif are ee ^dapted to prevent the passage of signals 
generated Inside a further distribution network associated to a 
signal socket (P) , in partioular being inoidc o dwelling or f ^ M> :. 
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50 (currently amended) . Method for the distribution to a 
condominium and/or community environment, of a plurality of analog 
and d igitals signals together with other information oignala , at 
least some of the analog and d igital signals being reserved to 
predetermined signal sockets in the environment, comprising the 
steps of : 

- receiving said analog and d igital signals; 

- operating a frequency conversion of the received digital 
signals; and 

- mixing said analog and digital signals on a distribution 
network— that distributes information contained in said analog 
and digital ©ignals to the socket s ( 9 ) 

wherein in the step of frequency conversion of the received 




•digital signals, said received digital signals are 



demodulated, and then remodulated with a sole type of digital 
modulation, then mixed with febe— other information signals in a 
common signal on the distribution network, from — ^which aa?e — is 
distributed to receivers fit to decode ouoh — gaid sole type of 
digital modulation. 

51 (currently amended) . Method for the distribution to a 
condominixim and/or community environment, of a plurality of analog 
and d igitals signals according to claim 50 , wherein guch said sole 
type of digital modulation is Quadrature Amplitude Modulation. 
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